Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Modular Weapons System

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC )

Summary:  The House reduced the request by $3.1 million with no explanation provided.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)
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Modular Weapon System
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4.4
N/A
7.5

DoD Position:  

     The Modular Weapons System (MWS) consists of an M16 rifle or an M4 carbine modified with universal rails and other changes that enable Marines to quickly attach multiple accessories to the weapon without sending it to an armory for expert maintenance and adjustments.   The mark reduces the first year MWS quantities by over 40% and delays the modernization of the Marine Corps ground combat and security elements.  It specifically reduces the number of M16A4s and M203 quick detach kits from 5,446 each to 2,500.  The MWS will be fielded to the Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalions, selected Marine Corps Security Force elements and eventually to all infantry battalions and training establishments. 

     The MWS enables a unit commander to accessorize the Marine’s weapons quickly, in the field and without the assistance of an armorer to align or bore sight the weapon afterwards.  Night sights, day optics, laser pointers, etc, were developed and designed to integrate into the MWS and enhance low-light and reduced-vision accuracy capabilities.  The MWS maximizes the utility of fielded rifle attachments and those planned for introduction into the inventory.  MWS significantly reduces the maintenance cost in armories, increases weapons availability to the Marines, and provides the flexibility to immediately respond to a variety of missions. MWS is a true combat force multiplier.   

     The Department urges support of the President’s budget.
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