Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Modification Kits
Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC)
Summary:  The House reduced the request by $3.0 million with no explanation provided.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Modification Kits
6.6
3.6
N/A
6.6

DoD Position:  

There are two Procurement Marine Corps programs within the Missile Modification line as listed above.

The budget request for the TOW missile modification is to complete the integration of the Optical Sight Hardening for the remaining TOW day sights.  This sight modification provides two improvements: 1) optical improvements for visual clarity and target ranging that increase the accuracy of the weapon, and, 2) laser hardening protection to increase the gunner’s eye safety.  Without this modification, there is a potential that the gunner could receive permanent eye damage either in training or on the battlefield.
These funds would also complete the integration of the safety modifications to the remaining PB93 TOW missiles.  This modification incorporates changes to prevent “fly-back” of the missile and to prohibit the missile from arming in cases of uncontrolled flight.

Our current missile inventory is aging.  The Missile Modification line is in the second year of a three-year effort to upgrade current existing missile inventory from Re-programmable Micro-Processor (RMP) configuration to the Stinger Block I configuration.  Life cycle gain of the Block I upgrade is 1– 2 years and meets the operational forces requirement for the threat target set with this additional upgrade capability.

This effort continues action that commenced in FY 01.  FY 02 costs reflect a 20% reduction in original pricing due to economic quantity buys in concert with the U.S. Army and Navy.  The U.S. Army is closing the contract in FY 02 and opportunities for future economic quantity buys will cease.  Procurement of these items will require new contract negotiations and additional cost increases will be reflected by the lower quantity of components procured.

The current RMP missile lacks a capability against certain target sets, while the Block I increases the hit probability of this target set and decreases probability of threat success.

The Department urges support of the President’s budget.
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