Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Ground Mobile Forces (STAR-T)

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC)
Summary:  The House recommended termination of the Ground Mobile Forces (STAR-T) program.
Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
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Radio Systems
50.9
49.4
N/A
50.9

DoD Position:  


    Funds requested in the budget were intended to provide tactical SHF Tri-band satellite capabilities to Marine units. It is the intention of the Marine Corps to continue participation in a Joint SHF terminal program such as Army STAR-T or Air Force Ground Mobile Terminal program. STAR-T was programmed to replace the existing Ground Mobile Forces (GMF) Satellite Communications terminals. The current GMF systems provide a limited capability due to their age, single band operation (X-band), and their inability to access commercial carriers as required by the Department of Defense policy. Tri-Band operation (Commercial C and Ku Bands, as well as Military X-band) is required in all new military satellite terminals to ensure the flexibility to access commercial satellite communication services in regions of reduced military satellite coverage. 

    The Army’s termination of its contract with Raytheon and plans to re-compete their STAR-T program delayed the acquisition of the STAR-T solution to the Marine Corps’ Tri-band requirement until at least FY2006. Once it became apparent that the STAR-T program was not viable, the Marine Corps took action to provide improved capability for tactical satellite communications. The USMC strategic plan involved the procurement of the Air Force’s Joint Tri-band satellite solution: the Lightweight Multiband Satellite Terminals (LMST), while simultaneously ensuring the service life of our legacy GMF systems was extended to support the additional LMST procurement schedule. Both the LMST and legacy GMF terminals will be operated by the Marine Corps through FY 2006, with the LMST providing a huge improvement in performance and reliability. 

    The loss of this funding would have two major effects. First, it would delay the operational testing required for the procurement of the LMST and the fielding of the LMST to Marine units. Secondly, loss of this funding would preclude the Marine Corps’ ability to replace high failure components in the legacy GMF terminals and extend field service until a suitable Tri-Band replacement can be acquired.  Furthermore, this would have a dramatic operational impact on Marine Forces requiring tactical satellite communications as deployed systems would be severely degraded, lacking critical component upgrades, in addition to remaining in service beyond their expected life cycle. Any delay in either schedule would compound the risk that the current systems will not last until a suitable replacement is available. 

The Department urges support of the President’s budget.
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