Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Air Ops C2 Systems (“Legacy Agencies”)

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC)
Summary:  The House reduced the request by $2.1 million with no explanation provided.
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DoD Position:  


   The Air Ops C2 Systems budget line contains three funded programs in FY02:  Marine Aviation Comand and Control System (MACCS) Sustainment, Short/Medium Range Air Defense Radar and Theater Battle Management Core Systems (TBMCS).  MACCS Sustainment is the only program that contains “Legacy Agencies” and there is only $1.2M budgeted in the line. It is assumed that the $-2.1M identified in the bill may be a transposition of numbers.

   Deputy Secretary of Defense memo dated 12 Oct 2001 stated funding is required for aviation C2 legacy to meet the interoperability objectives of the Department of Defense.  There are five operational MACCS Sustainment groups or Marine Air Control Squadrons (MACS) in the Marine Corps, supporting Marine Air Ground Task Forces, when deployed.  

   The MACCS system directly affected by FY02 funding is the AN/TYQ-23(V)4 Tactical Air Operations Module (TAOM).  The TAOM is the primary Air Command and Control system for the Marine Corps.  The TAOM, with the aid of radios, radar input, and data communications accomplishes its mission by the detection, identification and classification of aircraft, aircraft track management, data exchange, threat evaluation, and tactical air traffic control. This equipment provides air defense control officers, tactical air defense controllers, and air control electronics operators with the ability to maintain air situational awareness and efficiently control, coordinate, and manage air defense employment within an assigned sector. The systems are complex and are supported by a sole source vendor.  The current replacement cost for a TAOM is $5M.  $30M has been invested in hardware and software upgrades have been completed to maintain Joint and Combined interoperability.  

   The $1.2M in PMC is earmarked to establish Life Cycle Support.   The Life Cycle Contract is designed to coincide with the end of production when system spares are depleted.  Loss of funding will result in the loss of TAOM joint interoperability certification, and promote Commercial-Off-The-Shelf (COTS) equipment obsolescence.  COTS maintenance trends indicate that TAOM systems will require preventive maintenance within a year of Full Operational Capability (FOC), with no avenue for redesign.  Operationally, the MAGTF Commander will be unable to receive critical Joint/Combined Aviation Data impacting the safe and accurate control of aircraft operating in the MAGTF Area of Operations.

The Department urges support of the President’s budget.
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