Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement (MTVR)    

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC)
Summary:  The House reduced the request by $2.5 million with no explanation provided.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement (MTVR)
312.2
309.7
N/A
312.2       
    

DoD Position: 

     The Marine Corps has budgeted funds in FY 2002 to procure MTVR training simulators for III MEF in Okinawa, Japan.  The impact of not procuring the MTVR simulators for III MEF will significantly impact the ability to train operators in the safe handling of the MTVR.  Okinawa presents unique driving challenges for young MTVR operators, to include driving on the left side of the road, aggressive traffic, narrow roads, and slick, coral-based highway surfaces, (which can mimic the characteristics of driving on icy roads).  This challenge is exacerbated further when coupled with the fact that numerous MTVR operators will be “incidental drivers” (non-school trained). An MTVR simulator will dramatically aid in transitioning operators to those environments, as well as in the use of the MTVR. 

     The MTVR is the replacement for the current fleet of M939 series 5-ton trucks, and weighs nearly 28,000 lbs. It is technologically state-of-the-art and includes major improvements over the old trucks, to include an electronically controlled engine/transmission, independent suspension, central tire inflation, antilock brakes, traction control, many safety improvements and ergonomic features.  Proper training in the use and handling of these new trucks is imperative.  Significant negative political and financial repercussions resulting from motor vehicle accidents involving Marine Corps vehicles and Japanese nationals compelled Marine Corps leadership to include funds in the budget submission for the procurement of four MTVR simulators.  


A GAO report dated 11 April, 2001 titled GAO-01-436 Army Training, concluded that,  “Not training under adverse weather and road conditions limits the ability of drivers to handle a truck safely in these situations…”.  The study concluded that simulators could overcome these and other shortcomings in driver training.  Simulators will help reduce the potential for accidents both during training and---most importantly---during the first year after training, by increasing driving proficiency in fog, snow, or ice. More importantly, it allows for training to these scenarios in a safe “simulated” environment.  While this report focused its findings on Army training, similar conclusions can be drawn with regard to Marine training.  


The Department urges support of the President’s Budget.
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