Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Organization and Management of the Chemical and Biological Defense Program.

Language/Provision:  The House report contains committee recommendations that the Chem-Bio Defense Program:

-Establish a Joint Program Executive Office (JPEO) under Army executive agency

-Direct the services to provide acquisition qualified officers to the JPEO

-Use the Joint Requirements Oversight Council (JROC) for validating and prioritizing  

 CB Defense Program requirements.

DoD Position:  The Marine Corps appeals for the removal of these recommendations for the following reasons:

             -The current management structure is responsive to Service requirements.  A single office within the Office of the Secretary of Defense has oversight of the chem-bio defense programs and focuses on development and acquisition of chem-bio defense systems.

             -Establishing a JPEO led by one particular service could lead to parochialism and other service exclusion.  Additionally, JPEO structures do not typically address science and technology programs.  These programs have significant impact on Chem-Bio Defense.  

              -Service Acquisition Commands and Activities currently provide acquisition qualified officers and government civilians, including reserve component officers.

               -The Joint Requirements Oversight Council (JROC) currently has visibility over Chem-Bio Defense Programs and has in fact participated in prioritization of programs. 

The Department urges the removal of the House recommendations listed above.

Comptroller Internal Control Notes:

Submitter:  Ms. Anne Fream, Programs and Resources, (703) 692-5767

Page/Section References:  House Rpt 107-XXX, pg. 246

Reviewing directorate/analyst:  

Director’s recommendation/rationale:  



November 9, 2001

