Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Selective Reenlistment Bonus (SRB).

Appropriations:  Military Personnel Marine Corps (MPMC)

Summary:  The House reduced the request for Marine Corps Selective Reenlistment Bonus (SRB) by $8.6M.  The report contains no language regarding Selective Reenlistment Bonus specifically, and it is unknown why this benefit was reduced.  

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Selective Reenlistment Bonus (SRB)
61.7
53.1
N/A
61.7

DoD Position:  

In FY02, the Marine Corps requires 4,030 reenlistments in critically short skill areas.  An $8.6M reduction in SRB would  lead to a decrease of 683 reenlistment contracts, 17% less than our requirement in these skill areas.   This action would result in reduced experience levels and create a drain on our technical expertise that cannot be easily replaced.  Further, these 683 reenlistments will need to be replaced by 683 new accessions in order to meet overall manpower requirements.  Each new accession costs $40,000 to recruit and train for a total cost of $27.3M.


It is critical that the Marine Corps maintain the proper balance between retention and enlistment of Marines with critical skills and abilities.  The bonus program in the FY02 President’s Budget maintains that balance.   



The Department urges support of the President’s Budget. 
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