Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill

Subject:  AN/TAS-4 Night Vision Sight

Language/Provision:  The House report specified that $7M was allocated " 'only for' an AN/TAS-4 night vision sight upgrade program through the Navy Center of Excellence in Electro-optics manufacturing to finalize technology transfer and fabricate a pilot quantity to validate manufacturing technology."   

DoD Position:  

The U.S. Marine Corps Advanced Anti-Tank Weapon System -Heavy (AAWS-H) program is currently exploring options to upgrade or replace the Tube-launched, Optically tracked, Wire-guided (TOW) missile system.  The purpose of the AAWS-H program is to find an upgrade or replacement system for the current TOW missile system.  The Marine Corps has not yet decided which course of action it will pursue.  Currently, there is no requirement to upgrade the AN/TAS-4.

While the $7M would greatly benefit research and development efforts in the AAWS-H program, we request the language in the bill be revised to allow the program office the flexibility to use the funds in the most efficient manner possible.  Potential uses for the funds include increasing lethality through warhead development, increasing gunner survivability through research into fire and forget technology, and Marine Corps participation in joint anti-armor programs with the Army.  

The recommended language that would allow the Department the maximum amount of flexibility is as follows:  Appropriate $7M in RDT&E  PE 0603635 "Advanced Anti-Tank Weapon System - Heavy" to support research and development of anti-armor technologies for the USMC AAWS-H through the U. S. Navy Center of Excellence in Electro-Optics Manufacturing.    

The Department urges the above revision to the language.  
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