Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Target Location Designation Hand-Off System (TLDHS) 

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps (PMC)

Summary:  SAC recommended a reduction of FY02 procurement funding by $11.9M for program delays.  

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Target Location Designation 

   Hand-Off System (TLDHS)
$16.2M
$16.2M
$4.3M
$11.9M

DoD Position:  


      The Senate reduced the Target Location Designation Hand-off System (TLDHS) by $11.9 Million due to system delays.  The House made no similar adjustment.  TLDHS is composed of two independent subsystems: Lightweight Laser Designator Rangefinder (LLDR) and the Target Hand-Off System (THS).  In FY01, the LLDR program experienced a technical challenge with the digital magnetic compass, delaying events by 3 months.  Acknowledging the program delays, the Department used the TLDHS as a source on the FY01 Omnibus Reprogramming, which was approved by the Congress in September.  The compass issue has been resolved, all testing has been completed, and further delays are not anticipated.  The proposed reduction would place the multi-year contract in jeopardy, would increase the overall cost, and delay the Department’s objective of fielding a critically needed precision targeting system.    


      LLDR is a joint Army/Marine Corps, sole source, multi-year contract with the Army as the contracting service.  The Marine Corps is providing 70% of the procurement funding in FY02.  Contract award is on track for 3d quarter FY02.  The proposed mark would cause a break in the production line, reduce Marine Corps procurement in FY02 by 51 systems, and delay the FY02-FY06 multi-year contract award.  As a result, additional funds would be required to restart the production line due to increased unit costs for the Marine Corps and Army systems.  The fielding of this combat capability would be delayed, negatively impacting the operational capabilities of other fire support platforms, such as the Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Data System, the XM777 Lightweight Howitzer, the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, the F/A-18 E/F, and the AV-8B.  Army Special Operations Command has requested and received all currently available LLDR systems based on an "immediate urgent requirement".        

The Department urges support of the House position.  
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