Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Lightweight 155mm Howitzer (LW155)
Appropriations:  Research, Development, Test and Evaluation (RDT&E)

Summary:  The Senate reduced the request by $10.0 million because it believed a proposed restructuring of the program would cause schedule delays.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Lightweight 155mm Howitzer (LW155)                     18.2
           18.2               8.2                18.2

DoD Position:  

As the Committee noted, there has been a change to the LW155 program.  The independent test evaluator determined that the Engineering and Manufacturing Development (EMD) guns manufactured in the United Kingdom were insufficient to serve as “production representatives” for operational testing.  The testers wanted to use howitzers built in the US that included the latest EMD modifications.  The program was modified to support this decision. Therefore, the entire $18.2M is necessary to support the restructured FY03 program.

Under the restructuring, eight EMD howitzers will undergo rigorous developmental testing, which includes endurance and strength of design testing, and an operational assessment to demonstrate their worthiness.  This will lead to a Milestone C decision in September 2002 wherein the ASN-RDA reviews the LW155 for a limited-rate production decision.  Upon approval, the US production line (consisting of 80% US content) will begin producing howitzers leading to a rate of five per month.  This allows a more deliberate and gradual conversion to US production in accordance with the GAO recommendation.  The production line howitzers will go through first article, pre-qualification, and operational testing.  Successful test completion will lead to a full-rate production decision, wherein production would grow to 15 per month.  Without the completion of the planned FY02 efforts, the LW155 program would not be able complete the “production representative” howitzers and significant efforts would slip to FY03.  The program would only complete a portion of the developmental testing, would not complete the planned operational assessment, and would have to terminate all production planning and pilot production efforts.

The proposed reduction would also impact the United Kingdom and Italy-countries, which are cooperating in the LW155 development under a tri-lateral Memorandum of Understanding and are planning to begin buying the LW155 in 2003.  Another entity which would be affected is Watervliet Arsenal.  The LW155 is a major share of Watervliet’s upcoming workload and the delay of production would adversely affect their situation.  The delay would also result in additional RDT&E requirements in FY03 to compensate for the program delay (estimated at between $13M and $15M).

The Department urges support of the House position.
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