Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2002 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Full Service Move Program (FSMP)
Language/Provision:  House Bill 2586, Sec. 353, contains a provision that requires the Secretary of Defense to “conduct completion of all demonstration programs in the Department of Defense (DOD) that were designed to improve the movement of household goods of members of the Armed Forces and were being conducted or authorized as of 1 October 2000.”   The Senate Armed Service Committee (SASC) bill S1416 does not contain this same requirement.

DoD Position:  The Marine Corps applauds and supports the efforts of the FSMP as a Quality Of Life (QOL) initiative; however, we are concerned with the unbudgeted costs associated with the pilot program. Marine Corps analysis projects incremental cost increases of more than 125% (a $14M unbudgeted shortfall for FY02).  This program is not funded by any Service.

According to the General Accounting Office, (GAO) we already have sufficient data to substantiate the validity of the Project.  The GAO opined that data collection through a winter cycle and at least two months of summer cycle would be sufficient to substantiate the conclusions of the pilot program.  In essence, we have enough data to analyze and provide a report as requested for the demonstration program.

The FSMP does little to reduce the out-of-pocket expenses typically associated with a permanent change of station.  Generally, Quality of Life issues that garner the greatest attention of service members are those that have direct impact on reducing out-of-pocket expenses.  The project was not among the top five QOL issues for any service, individually or collectively.

The Department urges exclusion of this provision.
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