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FY 2003 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION APPEAL (H.R. 4546) – Active Military Personnel

Language/Provision:  None contained in H.R. 4546

DoD Position:  


The Department urges that the Conference Committee adopt the language contained in Senate Report 107-151, section 404 – Increase in authorized strengths for Marine Corps officers on active duty in the grade of colonel.  This section authorizes amending that the table located in section 523(a)(1) of Title 10, United States Code by striking the figures under the heading of “Colonel” in the portion of the table relating to the Marine Corps and increasing the number by 40.  


The Marine Corps operating environment has changed substantially since the enactment of DOPMA in 1981.  An increase in joint/external, acquisition, and technical specialist requirements during a period of reduced officer end strength serve to exacerbate the shortage of colonels.  A permanent increase of 40 colonels applied to the entire grade table will allow the Marine Corps to fill all budget constrained billet requirements and accounts for colonels in a training and transient status.  The Marine Corps did not seek an increase in colonels when the DOPMA grade tables were previously adjusted in response to the implementation of Goldwater-Nichols.  Additional key points:

· The current shortage of colonels is absorbed by the operating force (28 short) and supporting establishment (18 short) forcing Lieutenant Colonels to fill principal staff officer billets in divisions, wings, force service support groups, and headquarters staffs.

· The current authorization creates a condition for sub-optimal performance since each billet is validated with a grade requirement that provides for the appropriate legal authority, influence, and experience to improve the likelihood of mission accomplishment and provide proper advocacy with supporting agencies, and higher headquarters as well as Joint and Coalition organizations

· Benefit – The increased colonel authorization will provide for an increase in operational readiness and military efficiency as officers of the appropriate grade and level of experience are placed in the proper billets.  The experience and authority of these additional colonels could easily prove decisive in future operations.  Immediate benefits will include more efficient use of military resources.  The increased authorization will improve Marine Corps’ representation in an increasingly Joint environment.
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