Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2003 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Legislative Proposals Not Adopted

Appropriations:  Military Personnel, Various 

Summary:  The House reduced the request $3.7 million for new legislative proposals removing all program funding.  No rationale for this reduction was provided in the House report.  The Senate supported the request.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Military Personnel, Navy
3.0
0.0
2.9
2.9

Military Personnel, Marine Corps
0.6
0.0
0.6
0.6  

Reserve Personnel, Navy 
0.1
0.0
0.1
0.1

DoD Position:  The Department opposes the House position, which would eliminate funding for the following legislative proposals including several supported in the House Armed Services Committee FY 2003 Defense Authorization bill:


Inclusion of Loan Interest in Loan Repayment Program


Multiple Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS) Meal Rates


Distribution Incentive Pay


Vehicle Storage in Lieu of Transportation


Shipment of Two Privately Owned Vehicles Upon Death


Low or No Cost Moves


Survivor Eligibility for Dependents’ Dental Plan

Most of these efforts target quality of life/quality of service issues that are today’s hardships on our junior enlisted personnel and junior officers.  Deleting funds for these programs will impact the Department’s challenge to retain high quality personnel due to continued strong competition for personnel from civilian industry.  Each of the programs above, designated for reduction, has been properly funded across the FYDP.  Due to the small level of funding in question and the significant return on investment in morale and quality of service that would result from these efforts, the Department requests reconsideration of the proposed reductions.


The Department urges support of the Senate position.
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