Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2003 Defense Appropriations Bill
Subject:  SMART-T

Appropriations:  Procurement, Marine Corps

Summary:  The Senate reduced the budget request for the SMART-T program citing marginal terminal performance and poor obligation rates. The House supported the budget request. 

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)
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DoD Position:  The Senate has recommended a $10M reduction to the FY 2003 SMART-T program request due to the Committee’s concern about terminal performance and poor obligation/execution rates for FY 2001 and FY2002.  The House made no similar reduction.  

The Marine Corps portion of this program is on schedule and within performance specifications.  I Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) has received six terminals from April to June 2002.  They have conducted several exercises with outstanding results and are very excited about the equipment’s capability.  I MEF personnel are scheduled to continue development of employment techniques and work interoperability concepts with the Army at the upcoming Joint Users Interoperability Communications Exercise 02 (JUICE02) in August 2003.  II MEF is scheduled to receive six terminals in September 2002.  Production is on-track and system performance has been excellent.  I MEF has used the terminals continuously since delivery.  Expectations are high that the terminals will continue to provide superior Extremely High Frequency (EHF) connectivity options for the Marine Corps.  

The USMC FY 2001 obligation rate is currently at 87.1% with one outstanding commitment, which will bring the obligation rate up to 89.8 %.  FY 2002 funds are currently at 80.0% with several outstanding commitments, which will bring the obligation rate up to 97.4%. The USMC expects to fully obligate FY 2003 funds no later than January 2003.  

The SMART-T is a critical component of the USMC SATCOM architecture.  SMART-T provides the first EHF SATCOM capability owned by Marine Divisions and Regiments supporting tactical data transmission to “the last tactical mile”.  This system plays a major role in the Marine Corps C2 Mission Area.  

The Department urges support of the President’s Budget.
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