Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2003 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject: V-22  OSPREY

Appropriations: Aircraft Procurement, Navy (APN-1)

Summary: House Report 107-532, p. 129, reduced the President’s request by $20.0 million, due to an “unjustified cost resolution claim.”
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DoD Position:  


The Department opposes the House reduction because it would underfund MV-22 procurement in Fiscal Year 2003, leaving inadequate funding to incorporate Block A changes into 4 aircraft in FY03.  The request for FY03 includes funding to address items identified by the Blue Ribbon Panel and numerous other independent advisory bodies, which are summarized in the V-22 “resolution matrix.”  The FY03 amount requested in the resolution matrix line is required to incorporate Block A changes to ensure V-22 aircraft are delivered to the fleet in a safe and operational configuration, with a redesigned and improved engine nacelle, improved interactive electronic technical manuals, improved lighting, and software upgrades.  Delaying incorporation of these modifications into these aircraft will cause increased costs associated with continued preservation and storage until funding is available in subsequent fiscal years.  It will also negatively impact the approved Marine Corps stand-up plan by delaying delivery of combat ready aircraft to the fleet.



The Department urges support of the President’s Budget.  This accurately reflects the funding necessary to support the Blue Ribbon Panel recommendations for the V-22 program restructure.
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