Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2005 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject: Life Cycle Sustainment Software Maintenance Unjustified Growth 

Appropriation:  Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps  

Summary:  The House reduced $3.0M for Life Cycle Sustainment Software Maintenance from Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps.
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DoD Position: The Department opposes the FY05 $3.0M reduction for Life Cycle Sustainment Software Maintenance from Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps.


The pace of change in technology has increased the need for life cycle sustainment funding.  For example, Intelligence Operations System (IOS) servers and Intelligence Operations Workstations (IOW) operate tactical software that must be continuously upgraded to provide improved warfighter functionality.  Integrated IOS and IOW hardware and software must undergo thorough certification and testing to ensure system safety and security during operational use.  Command, Control, Communication, Computers, and Intelligence (C4I) system specialists at each Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) headquarters are required to set up and maintain tactical networks and to troubleshoot the IOS and IOW systems in the field environment.  Marine tactical operators and system administrators must undergo frequent refresher training in formal Marine training courses to ensure they maintain operational proficiency on these complex systems.  Classified computer hard disk drives containing the C4I information necessary to conduct wartime planning and to execute combat operations require special maintenance procedures to ensure this sensitive information is not compromised.  If not funded, the Marine Corps will not be able to provide the additional on-site C4I operational technical support requested by Marine Expeditionary Forces in support of operational requirements.



The Department urges the conferees to restore the $3.0M to Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps and support the FY05 President’s Budget request.
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