Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2005 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Base Operating Support Unjustified Growth 

Appropriation:  Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps (O&MMC)

Summary: The House reduced $4.0M for Base Operating Support Unjustified Growth from Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Base Operating Support
1026.8
1022.8
1026.8
1026.8

DoD Position:  The Department opposes this reduction due to long-term deferment in replacement and/or maintenance of Command Support Equipment (CSE), and key centrally-managed programs such as Warehouse Modernization and Food Preparation and Serving Equipment.  Increased recurring fixed costs, unforeseen year of execution requirements for CSE, and reduced funding for Warehouse Modernization force installations to realign resources scheduled for equipage replacement.  With the age of critical infrastructure support equipment averaging 5 years beyond its expected useful life, frequencies of equipment failure rates and diminished asset availability are directly offsetting efficiency gains.  Failure to maintain technology and maximize efficiency for storage and movement of warehouse inventory will impact on the timeliness of operational forces replenishment efforts.  Marine Corps mess halls within the continental United States (CONUS) are contractually operated under a Regional Garrison Food Service Contract.  Failure to maintain cyclic replacement of furniture and required replacement of all food preparation and serving equipment can result in non-compliance by the contractor.  Without dedicated resource commitment, equipage replacement plans will further erode both mission and quality of services accomplishment.  Commitment to a dedicated replacement program for each of the above programs will create critical linkage between infrastructure support and mission accomplishment.

The Department urges the conferees to support of the President’s Budget Position. 
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