Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2005 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject: Unit Operations Center

Appropriation:  PMC

Summary:  The Senate reduced the DOD request by $8.0 million because of concerns about support costs associated with the Unit Operations Center program increasing by $10,348,000 above the amount requested in FY 2004.  Also, during the committee’s budget review, the committee stated that the Marine Corps failed to provide adequate justification for this increase.  The Senate did restore $2.0 million in recognition of baseline Combat Operations Center Requirements.  Net reduction to the programs was $ 6.0M

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
Unit Operation Center                                                 $35.9                $39.9              $29.9              $35.9

DoD Position: The Department opposes the Senate reduction because it would significantly impact the program’s ability to acquire systems and the associated total systems support needs.  Currently, the Unit Operations Center has built and deployed 8 capability sets to Operation Iraq Freedom.  The Marine Fleet forces have recognized the significant operational improvements of these systems to mission success.  The Fleet forces are currently developing an Urgent Universal Needs Statement (UNS) for an additional 30 Unit Operation Center systems for deployment in support of Operation Iraq Freedom  II.  This reduction would impact the program’s ability to meet this urgent requirement and would reduce the program’s ability to meet total operational demands within the Marine Corps. 

     The Unit Operations Center support requirements have been fully developed and approved by the Acquisition Milestone Decision Authority in the Limited Rate Initial Production decision.  These requirements are well documented and were presented during the budget review.  Support requirements include the necessary Spares, training, and other associated support equipment.


The Department urges the conferees to support the House position as closest to the President’s Budget.
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