Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Appropriation Bill

Subject:  Combating Terrorism

Language/Provision: Within the operation and maintenance appropriations, the Senate has provided significant resources for the antiterrorism activities of the Department.  The Senate supports the unified management and focus of these funds, as described in Senate Report 106-50, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000.  The Senate expects the Secretary of Defense to report to the congressional defense committees describing the use of the following amounts to achieve combating terrorism objectives.  The following funding is available in Fiscal Year 2000: {Marine Corps...$11,900,000}

DOD Position: The Marine Corps’ budget request (CT-1 exhibit) included only $8.5 million in Operation and Maintenance funding for combating terrorism.  It appears that the Reserve Personnel, Marine Corps Combating Terrorism Funding of $3.4 million is being identified as part of the O&M, Marine Corps account.


Additionally, the Department does not support a central transfer account for combating terrorism funds, as recommended in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000.  The Department shares the concern of the committee with regard to the threat of terrorism, and the Marine Corps places the highest priority on protecting its military and civilian workforce, buildings and installations.  However, a central transfer fund will not increase this priority, nor will it enhance the Marine Corps combating terrorism effort.  By inserting an additional funds control echelon between the Congress and field activities, the central transfer account might actually delay the delivery of physical security equipment as well as law enforcement, security and investigative services.

The Department urges support of the House position.
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