Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Appropriation Bill 

Subject:  F/A-18 Advanced Tactical Air Reconnaissance System (ATARS)

Appropriations:  Aircraft Procurement, Navy (APN-1).

Summary: The Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) reduced the request by $10 million because of late award of ATARS prior year funds.
Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

	Item
	Request
	House
	Senate
	Appeal

	F/A-18E/F (APN-1)
	2,691
	2,691
	2,681
	2,691


DoD Position: The Senate directed reduction of $10 million for ATARS in FY 2000 under the APN-1 appropriation for late award of prior year funds.  Since the APN-5 appropriation is the only funding currently supporting the ATARS procurement, the Department assumes that the reduction was intended for APN-5.  


Based on highly successful deployment of ATARS on F/A-18s to Hungary in support of Noble Anvil, Operational Assessment (OA) will be completed fourth quarter FY 1999 and LRIP III will be awarded in September 1999.  The fourth quarter FY 1999 LRIP III award will not impact the FY 2000 full rate production (FRP) contract.  Operation Evaluation (OpEval) will be completed in the 1st Quarter of FY 2000 and the FRP contract will be awarded during that same Quarter.


ATARS is the Marine Corps’ only tactical reconnaissance (TAC RECCE) capability.  The impact of the proposed reduction will result in procurement of three less ATARS suites, thirteen versus sixteen suites, which equates to a ten- percent reduction of the total procurement of 31 suites.  Since FY 2000 is the “buyout year” for ATARS sensor suites, such a reduction would result in a significant permanent shortfall and would impose a substantial impact on the Marine Corps’ ability to conduct manned TAC RECCE.    

The Department urges support of the President’s Budget.

Point of Contact: N880D3/MAJ Sullivan/(703) 695-1986 

Page/Section Reference: Senate Rpt. 106-53, page 62, Senate Sec. 146 

