Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Appropriation Bill

Subject:  JCS Training Exercises

Appropriation:  Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps

Summary:  Based on testimony at home and abroad which raised concerns about JCS training exercise requirements being levied against units that were already overextended with operational deployments, home station training exercises and training exercises at the services' major combat training centers, the House Authorization Committee recommended a 20 percent decrease in the military services' participation in these exercises.  The House Appropriation Committee sustained the recommendation without comment.

	Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

	

	Item 
	Request
	House
	Senate
	Appeal

	JCS Exercises (Marine Corps)
	$12.0
	$-2.4
	
	$2.4


DOD Position: The Department does not support the proposed reduction.  The JCS executes a vast majority of these exercises (over 80 percent) at the direction of the President and/or the State Department.  These include: Partnership for Peace and Cooperative Series exercises in Europe, New Horizons exercises in Central and South America (including Haiti), and exercises in the Middle East and Africa.  These exercises are directed to fulfill political and treaty obligations.


JCS exercises have minimal impact on Marine Corps operations tempo.  In many cases, units conducting JCS exercises are those forces that are forward deployed in support of their respective Unified Commanders engagement and exercise programs. 

The Services have already incorporated a 25 percent reduction in funding for JCS exercises from the FY 96 levels.  The Marine Corps FY 00 budget request is an 11 percent reduction from FY 99 funding.  Additional reductions to this line will force the Marine Corps to reprogram funding from other mission areas to participate in exercises that are being conducted at the direction of entities external to the DoD.

The Department urges support of the Senate position.

Point of Contact: USMC/Mr. William F Stringer, (703) 697-9551

Page/Section Reference:
House Rpt. 106-244, page 84

