Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Appropriation Bill

Subject:  Selective Re-Enlistment Bonus (SRB)

Language/Provision: Section 8021 of the Senate Bill retains a provision carried forward from previous years under which, none of the funds appropriated by the Act can be made available to pay more than 50 percent of an amount paid to any person under section 308 of Title 37, U.S. Code, in a lump sum.  The intent of the Senate provision is to continue to restrict SRB payments to 50 percent at the beginning of the period covered by the bonus.   The House Bill contains no similar provision.

DOD Position: In today's difficult recruiting and retention environment, the Marine Corps desires the flexibility to pay lump sum bonus payments of SRBs up front in the amount entitled.  It has become increasingly difficult to recruit and fill certain critically short MOSs.  Allowing services the option to offer full, up front SRB lump sum payments provides another incentive/retention tool to assist the services in retaining critical mid level Noncommissioned Officers. 

The Department urges support of the House position.  
Point of Contact: Barbara Cliatt, (703) 784-9353,  

Page/Section Reference: Senate Rpt. 106-53, page 138, Senate Sec. 8021

