Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Active End Strength
Language/Provision:  The House included a provision (Sec 401) that requires the Marine Corps to maintain an end strength of 172,518.  The Senate’s provision (Sec 401) increases the Marine Corps end strength to 172,240 for FY00.

DOD Position:  The Department of Defense supports the House provision increasing end strength to 172,518 in FY00.  The increase of 370 Marines is necessary to meet the requirement for additional Marine Security Guard (MSG) personnel as requested by the Department of State (DOS).  Based upon DOS priorities and current planning, MSG Detachments will expand from the current 122 to 159 detachments during the next three to five years.  


The Marine Corps will have to recruit and retain the additional 370 Marines in FY00 to properly train and then field these Marines over the next three to five years.  Since the preponderance of our MSG Marines are Non Commissioned Officers with over three years of service, it takes considerably longer to grow these Marines and train them to be experts in their field.  Therefore, it is imperative that the Department of Defense be provided the authorization to increase the Marine Corps end strength by the entire 370 Marines in FY00.  The FY00 end strength increase will allow the Marine Corps to appropriately integrate all 370 Marines into the MSG force throughout the next six years.  In addition, the Department of the Navy requests an increase to the MPMC and O&MMC accounts to match the 370 Marine increase to our MSG forces.

Point of Contact:  Ms. Barbara J. Cliatt,  703-784-9353
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