Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Common Ground Equipment

Appropriation:  APN-7 Common Ground Equipment

Summary:  The House reduced the common ground equipment line by $20.0 million based on a 30 percent increase from last years budget and no documentation provided to support this increase.  The committee believes that the request exceeds requirements by $20.0 million and, therefore, recommends $393.7 million instead of the $413.7 million requested in the Department’s budget.  The Senate approved the President’s request.


	Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)




	Item 
	Request
	House
	Senate
	Appeal

	Common Ground Equipment
	$413.7
	$393.7
	$413.7
	$20.0


DOD Position:  The 30 percent increase in common ground equipment in FY00 represents the start of the Marine Corps training initiatives within the Marine Aviation Campaign Plan (MACP).  The MACP represents the most comprehensive change in the way we train Marine Aviators since Marines started flying.  Specifically, the Marine Corps Simulator Master Plan, as a major element of the MACP, will procure 24 simulators across the FYDP and revolutionize networked simulator training.  The Marine Corps established this funding line by providing an offset to the Marine Corps Flight Hour Program.  As FY00 represents the start of the Marine Simulator Master Plan this funding is absolutely critical to the success of our new training initiatives within the Corps.  This funding will have a direct impact on Marine Aviation’s training readiness and our execution of the MACP. 

The budget documentation to support the training part of the Common Ground Equipment line was not included in the budget submission due to an oversight.  This documentation is attached.  

The Department urges support of the Senate position.

Point of Contact:  Major James D. Grace, (703) 614-1729
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