Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2000 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  FY2000 Authorization Appeals

Appropriation:  O&M,MC

Summary:  The Senate directed the transfer of $53.9M from the Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps account to a central transfer account in support of combating terrorism.

	Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)




	Item 
	Request
	House
	Senate
	Appeal

	Combating Terrorism Funding (O&MMC)
	$8.5
	$8.5
	$-53.9
	$53.9


DOD Position:  The Marine Corps’ budget request (CT-1 exhibit) included only $8.5 million in Operation and Maintenance funding for combating terrorism.  The transfer of $53.9M out of O&M to a central transfer fund as proposed by the Senate would result in a $45.4 million reduction to other Marine Corps programs. The Department is sure this was not the intent of the adjustments.

The Department also does not support a central transfer account for combating terrorism funds.  The Department shares the concern of the committee with regard to the threat of terrorism, and the Marine Corps places the highest priority on protecting its military and civilian workforce, buildings and installations.  However, a central transfer fund will not increase this priority, nor will it enhance the Marine Corps combating terrorism effort.  By inserting an additional funds control echelon between the Congress and field activities, the central transfer account might actually delay the delivery of physical security equipment as well as law enforcement, security and investigative services.

The Department supports the House position.

Point of Contact:  LtCol Daniel Barber, 697-9565
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