Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Commercial Passenger Vehicles Excessive Growth

Appropriations:  Procurement Marine Corps

Summary: The Senate Bill reduces the PMC budget by $737 thousand for excessive growth in the Commercial Passenger Vehicle line.  The House bill did not address this issue.
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DoD Position:  


The Department urges that funding for this program be restored.  Funding for Commercial Passenger Vehicle procurement has not experienced excessive growth; funding has historically been in the $1.2 - $1.3 million range, i.e., funds appropriated by Congress in FY00 amounted to $1.3M.

Funds within the Commercial Passenger Vehicles program are to procure vehicles to support our Marines stationed in Japan.  The vehicles that are projected to be procured are replacing ones that have exceeded their economical useful life either in years and/or mileage.  Due to continuing safety concerns, the Marine Corps has recently established a policy whereby no Marine Corps tactical vehicles will operate on Okinawan roads except for contingency response.  This results in a markedly increased requirement for commercial vehicles - particularly buses - in order to continue the day-to-day transportation operations in support of the 40,000-plus Marines and sailors stationed there.  The loss of these funds will degrade the Marine Corps’ ability to provide the number of commercial vehicles needed to support this policy.

The Department urges support of the House position for full restoration of these funds.
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