Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Permanent Change of Station

Appropriations:  Military Personnel, Marine Corps

Summary:  The Senate Appropriations Committee has marked the PCS budget for excessive PCS requirements.  The House Appropriations Committee is silent on this issue
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DoD Position:  

The Marine Corps PCS estimates are not in excess of the needs and is entirely consistent with execution experience in FY00.  Over 65% of our total move requirements are “must do” accession and separation moves required to support our end strength.  Additionally, the Marine Corps has made a concerted effort to minimize the number of PCS moves annually by maximizing time on station, offering incentive programs for Marines to remain overseas, and maximizing the use of low cost and no cost orders.  This is evident in that the operation and rotational move requirements are 863 below the FY00 level.  A reduction of $5M would have to come from operational moves which represent about 11 percent of all moves.  Operational moves are critical to the adequate staffing of our deploying units.  We must also support the career development of officers and the rotational and special assignment requirements of enlisted Marines.  Loss of this funding negatively impacts our ability to adequately staff deploying units and support professional development and special assignments.  

The Department urges support of the House position.
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