Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Laser Spot Tracker (LST) for the AV-8B Harrier

Appropriations:  RDTEN (PE: 0604214N/Project: H0652 )

Summary:  The Senate marked this RDTEN line (Proj H0652) for the AV-8B LST and added funding for procurement of the Litening II targeting pod, presumably under the assumption that they represent duplicate capability.  This is not the case, they are complimentary and the combination represents an effective balance of fiscal and operational requirements.
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DoD Position:  


The $13.1M mark against H0652 is the RDTEN for development of the Laser Spot Tracker (LST) for the AV-8B Radar/Night Attack acft, a capability which it currently lacks.  The LST will baseline all AV-8Bs with a laser spot tracking capability, enabling each acft to detect and track a laser spot provided by an external source (an acft, vehicle or team equipped with a laser designator). The LST gives every Harrier the capability to meet CINC ROE by equipping it to verify the intended target via laser energy, for delivery of weapons laser guided or otherwise.  The LST is a passive laser receiver only, and is not capable of laser designation for the host acft or other platforms.  The Litening II precision targeting pod provides both a 3rd Generation FLIR and TV as surveillance and targeting sensors, and is capable of laser designation, ranging, and NVG visible laser target marking.  The AV-8 requirement for Litening II precision targeting pods is 56, one for every two combat aircraft.  Litening II provides an autonomous precision targeting capability, while this is desirable for every combat acft it is fiscally prohibitive and tactically unnecessary.  The acft equipped with Litening II will identify and laser designate for itself and those acft which are not equipped with a Litening II pod.  These acft will be equipped with the complementary LST, enabling them to identify (see) the designated targets.  The LST in combination with the Litening II targeting pod provides sufficient capability (providing the best combination of precision targeting, laser weapon delivery and ordnance payload) in a fiscally responsible manner. The current Litening requirement of 56 pods provides a precision targeting capability for 1 of every 2 AV-8Bs.  Canceling LST ($36.272M total cost) would require an additional 42 Litening pods ($71.4M) in order to provide each AV-8B Radar/Night Attack aircraft with laser tracking capability.  The LST and Litening II in combination represent an effective balance of fiscal constraints and operational requirements.


The Department urges support of the House position.

Comptroller Internal Control Notes:

Submitter:  LtCol Siniff, (703) 614-2261

Page/Section References: Senate Rpt 106-298, p110

Reviewing directorate/analyst:  

Director’s recommendation/rationale:   



June 7, 2000

