Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Advanced Tactical Airborne Reconnaissance System (ATARS)

Appropriations:  Aircraft Procurement Navy (APN)
Summary:  The House eliminated the FY 2001 President’s Budget request for $23.8 million for ATARS procurement due to the ATARS Operational Evaluation report finding that the Ground Station component was not operationally suitable for reliability and availability reasons.  The Senate made no similar adjustment.
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DoD Position: 

The Department supports the budgeted program in order to complete the fielding of ATARS in FY 2001, the program’s final year of procurement.  Of the 48 areas tested during Operational Evaluation, 46 were evaluated operationally suitable / operationally effective.  The two areas evaluated operationally non-suitable, but operationally effective, were related to ground station performance factors only.  The ground station deficiencies have been corrected and verified through a Verification of Correction of Discrepancies (VCD).  During this evaluation conducted by the Operational Test and Evaluation Force, the Squadron Ground Station (SGS) was run for over 200 hours with flawless performance.  The rationale upon which the proposed House adjustment was based related to the performance of the ground stations during OPEVAL.  The significance of the findings, particularly in view of the corrective actions being taken, does not warrant termination of all funding for a system which has already been fielded and used operationally.

It must be emphasized that the sensor performance exceeded all requirements during the Operational Evaluation.  The system consistently produces very high quality imagery that the Marines who participated in the evaluation determined would contribute extremely valuable information to the targeting and intelligence process.   With the successful completion of the VCD, an officially sanctioned process to verify system improvements conducted by OPTEVFOR, we feel very confident that ATARS will successfully achieve a Milestone III decision in July 2000.  The ongoing data link development process has produced consistent, reliable transmission of high quality imagery.  Hard copy examples can be provided upon request.

The FY 2001 budget request supports procurement of nine data link pods and ground station / data link training and support.  The budgeted cost for ground station support/training is $2.68M vice the $27.0M addressed by the House proposal which is $3.2M more than the budgeted request.  While the aircraft systems and ground stations should be fully funded for the reasons above, any reduction associated with ground stations should be limited to this amount. 

The Department urges support for the Senate position.
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