Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  F/A-18 Advance Targeting Forward Looking Infrared (ATFLIR)

Appropriations:  Aircraft Procurement, Navy (BA-5)
Summary:  The Senate reduced the President’s Budget 01 request by $8.8 million.  The basis of the reduction was premature ATFLIR Modifications and Installation Equipment (-$8.8M).
Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)
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F-18 Series Modifications - ATFLIR
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DoD Position: 

The House increased F/A-18 ATFLIR by $9.6M.  The Senate reduced ATFLIR by $8.8M citing premature ATFLIR Modifications and equipment nstallation.

The Senate reduction is based on the assumption that the ATFLIR program is prematurely procuring and installing modification equipment.  The ATFLIR Low Rate Initial Production decision is scheduled for September 2000 and the LRIP contract is scheduled for award immediately after that decision is approved. The government/industry team has successfully applied innovative acquisition reform principles to ensurel successful program execution. Loss of this funding will delay introduction of this top warfighting priority to the F/A-18 C/D community and force the fleet to continue to operate with the current deficient ATFLIR.  This will severely limit Naval Aviation’s precision strike capability as demonstrated in the recent operations in Kosovo and Iraq.  Based on Commander-in-Chief (CINC) demands in these operations, airborne precision targeting capability continues to be a top warfighting priority.

In summary, this reduction results in fewer ATFLIR pods and deterioration of supporting and operational infrastructure. Decreased funding prevents the existing F/A-18 C/D fleet from exploiting critical capabilities afforded by ATFLIR. This negatively impacts fleet readiness and Naval Aviation’s ability to precisely place bombs on target. 

The Department urges support of the House position.
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