Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Joint Strike Fighter (JSF)

Appropriations:  RDTEN

Summary:  The House reduced the JSF FY01 EMD Phase funding by $150M, while adding $75M to FY01 Dem Val funding.  The Senate eliminated the balance of FY01 EMD funding, while adding $196.1M to FY01 Dem Val funding.   

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)


Item
Budget
House
Senate
Appeal
JSF Navy EMD RDT&E
296.0
146.0
0.0
296.0

JSF Navy Concept Demo RDT&E
131.6
206.6
327.7
131.6

Total
427.6
352.6
327.7
427.6

DoD Position:  


The Department opposes the reductions in EMD funding because it would slip the Milestone II decision (EMD entry) by at least 3 months.  The Services still anticipate a Mar 01 down-select and Milestone II decision.  


The JSF will be the cornerstone of U.S. tactical aviation for decades to come.  Under current plans, at least 50 percent of the fighter/attack force structure will consist of JSF variants when the program is completed in the 2020s.  Not only will the JSF provide the large number of aircraft needed to compensate for the impending block obsolence of existing fleets; it also will provide needed new capabilities to meet future threats.


The Department has provided the resources necessary since the JSF program’s inception to achieve a greater degree of early risk reduction than has been accomplished in prior aircraft programs.  Setting realistic design goals and a commitment to commonality in JSF design, production, and operation have been fundamental to ensuring that the JSF can be delivered and fielded when it is needed and at an affordable cost.


The JSF development schedule and procurement program are aligned very closely with the expected service life of existing aircraft.  Roughly 1,500 tactical fighter/attack aircraft – or an average of about 150 per year – are projected to reach retirement age during the decade beginning in FY 2010.  By contrast, the United States has procured only about 50 tactical fighter/attack aircraft on average annually over the last seven years.  Thus, the opportunity afforded by the post-Cold War draw-down to acquire tactical fighter/attack aircraft at levels well below steady-state replenishment rates is over.  There is no margin for delay in producing and deploying critically needed successor aircraft. 


The Department urges support of the President’s Budget and restoration of full EMD RDT&E funding.
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