Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:   Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance 

Language/Provision:  The House (Sec 603) is concerned that a number of service members are eligible to receive food stamps.  Although the number of members receiving food stamps has been reduced from the 12,000 estimated in 1996, there are still 6,300 service members believed to be relying on food stamps to meet the nutritional needs of family members.  This section would authorize the Secretary of Defense to establish a program to pay members who qualify for food stamps a monthly amount to supplement the basic allowance for subsistence (BAS).  The program would pay members who qualify for food stamps the amount of supplemental allowance necessary to make them ineligible for food stamps, up to a maximum of $500 dollars per month.  The member's eligibility for food stamps would be determined by DOD officials using the same gross income standards used by state officials to determine food stamp eligibility for the general public, except that the income for all military members would be calculated to include the payment of basic allowance for housing (BAH) even when the member resides in government quarters.

DOD Position:  The Department does not support this legislation.  While the intent of the legislation is to do the right thing by service members, the Department believes this legislation will not accomplish the desired purpose for the following reasons:    

    a.  It is of critical importance to morale, cohesion, and good order that the basic pay and allowances continue to be seen as equitable by all grades.  Compensation equity should be based upon experience and work responsibility, not family circumstance.  This legislation would require the DoD to set up a separate program to monitor, track, and authorize supplemental compensation allowances for a small number of service members.  In the case of the Marine Corps this amounts to approximately one-half of one percent of the active duty force (865 of 172,641).  

    b.  A general base pay adjustment to eliminate the food stamp eligibility issue is the best means of promoting morale, retention, and providing proper compensation support to all members.  To this end, the Marine Corps offers single Marines and families a significant range of support programs, dealing with such matters as financial fitness and relationship enhancement to help strengthen and foster responsible families.

The Department urges exclusion of this provision.
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