Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:   Slot Machines in OCONUS Installations (Section 326 of House bill)

Language/Provision:  House Section 326 would require the Secretary of Defense to collect information on a wide variety of  aspects of military life touching on the military game machine program on OCONUS installations.  Required information includes information by pay grade, number requiring financial services counseling by pay grade, number by pay grade qualifying for government assistance, and number having had a check returned for insufficient funds.  

DOD Position:  The majority of the information required to be collected is either extremely difficult, costly, or infeasible to collect.  Clubs are open to authorized personnel; the type of authorized user using the machines is not tracked.  There is no method available to determine the average amount of money a player spends per visit.  While information as to the proportion of total sales coming from certain types of clubs (i.e. Enlisted, SNCO, Officer) is available, the information does not break down to the specific type of player, such as military, civilian, or foreign national, nor account for sales in other than club facilities.  Counseling centers can provide data on those with gambling problems who have sought assistance.  There is no method, however, of obtaining personal information such as qualifying for assistance or having checks returned for insufficient funds.  The Department suggests a survey of current players would be a more appropriate and economical means of gathering data.  Such a survey would need to be carefully crafted, but competent analysis would provide accurate validation of this personal information.

The Department urges the above revision to the provision.
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