Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  ATARS

Appropriation:  APN-5, Navy

Summary:  The House Armed Services Committee eliminated the DoD request for $23.8 million in PE 0204136N under F-18 series procurement because the ground station component was not found operationally suitable during operational evaluation due to reliability and availability problems.
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DOD Position:  The Department opposes the House reduction in APN funding because it dramatically impacts the fielding of ATARS in the program's last year of obligation authority.  The program office has addressed all of the deficiencies noted in the operational evaluation report on the ground station component and is in the process of completing a Verification of Correction of Deficiencies (VCD) test which leads to a Milestone III decision and Full Rate Production award by the end of July.  $11.8 million of the $23.8 million pays for remaining logistics requirements to support the already fielded equipment.  Most of this funding is in test equipment which will dramatically impact organizational level troubleshooting and result in increased costs associated with sparing.  An inability to troubleshoot at the component level will force units to swap out entire Weapons Replaceable Assemblies (WRAs) or "boxes" rather than just circuit cards as currently envisioned.  The remaining $12.0 million procures nine data link pod structures and the associated avionics necessary to populate those pods.  Without this funding, the program will have only four data link pods to distribute between two training sites and any other operational requirements.  Without data link, the inherent temporal advantage of digital imagery is dramatically reduced because the information processing and dissemination cannot begin until after the aircraft has landed.  The key point to be made is that the ATARS sensors and aircraft integration exceeded performance requirements to meet the critical needs of the tactical manned reconnaissance mission.  The program requires the FY01 funds to support fielding of this vital capability.

The Department urges support of the Senate position.

Point of Contact:  Gregg A Sturdevant, 614-2261

Page/Section Reference:  House Rpt 106-616, p. 74

