Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:   Basic Allowance for Subsistence

Language/Provision:  The House believes (Sec 602) that the program to transition the basic allowance for subsistence (BAS) for enlisted members to a lower rate established in section 602 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998 (Public Law 105-85) is no longer serving the best interests of service members.  Accordingly, this section would repeal the transition program effective October 1, 2001, and establish a process for increasing the BAS rate in effect for the prior year by the increase in food costs as determined by the Department of Agriculture.  The committee expects the Secretary of Defense to pay eligible service members a partial BAS effective January 1, 2002 equal to rate of BAS reduced by the rate of Basic Daily Food Allowance as determined by the Secretary.

DOD Position:  The Department urges continuation of BAS transition as identified in current legislation. We are concerned that early termination of BAS transitional authority without the requisite time required to develop the policy/technology to support it, coupled with a lack of clear cost implications, may have detrimental impact on personnel.  

The Department urges exclusion of this provision.
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