Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Joint Strike Fighter (JSF)

Appropriation:  RDT&E, Navy

Summary:  The Senate Armed Services Committee eliminated EMD funding and transferred a portion of those funds into demonstration and validation funding, resulting in a total reduction of $83.9 million in Navy JSF funding.  “The Committee does not believe it would be prudent to proceed into EMD without having conducted adequate testing, and reducing data from that testing, for the competing demonstrator aircraft."

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

Item 
Request
House
Senate
Appeal

JSF EMD RDT&E

JSF Concept Demo RDT&E


$296.0

$131.6


$296.0

$131.6


$0.0

$343.7


$296.0

($212.1)



DOD Position:  The Department opposes the Senate reduction in EMD funding because it results in an overall FY01 program funding reduction and potential EMD delays that could jeopardize current JSF procurement schedules.  The Marine Corps is counting on the JSF to replace rapidly obsolescing aircraft and avoid tactical aircraft shortfalls.  Reducing EMD funding will result in significant delays to the current JSF procurement schedule and will have a major impact on the future of Marine Corps tactical aviation, reducing available aircraft far below the numbers planned as early as 2009.  With no other replacement Short Takeoff and Landing (STOVL) aircraft able to meet the Marine Corps expeditionary requirements available, the Marine Corps is faced with few options.  New aircraft procurement cost associated with last generation aircraft, F/A-18s and AV-8Bs, is actually higher than with the more capable JSF.  Extending the lives of our current generation aircraft, if even an option, delays the immediate and compounded savings associated with significantly lower operating and support (O&S) cost of the JSF. 

The Department urges support of the  House position. 

Point of Contact:  Gregg A Sturdevant, 614-2261
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