Department of the Navy Appeal

FY 2001 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject:  Marine Corps College Tuition Assistance Program 

Language/Provision:  HR 4205, Section 521 amends Title 10, USC to modify the Marine Corps College Tuition Assistance Program to include legal training to commissioned officers participating in the Platoon Leaders Class program.

DOD Position:  The Department supports the language necessary to include funding for law school students participating in the College Tuition Assistance Program but also requests support for an additional change to Title 10 to clarify that room and board fees are authorized expenses under this program.  The original intent of this program was to cover any legitimate expense incurred in the pursuit of higher education by participants.  Clarification that room and board are also included will provide a better incentive to participants and belie any perception that these expenses are not considered eligible.  Inclusion of the following in HR4205, section 521 is recommended:  "that subsection (c) [of 16401 title 10 USC] be amended by adding "(4) the cost of room and board".

The Department urges inclusion of the above revision.
Point of Contact:  Lisa J. Hynes,  (703)784-9141
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