Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2005 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject:  Military to Civilian Conversions

Appropriations:  Operation and Maintenance, Marine Corps (OMMC)

Summary:  The House reduced the OMMC account by $29.1M for military to civilian conversions based on assumptions regarding the executability of the conversions and the Senate by $57.6M for cost avoidance.

Budget Authority

(Dollars in Millions)

Item
Budget
House
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Appeal
Military to Civilian Conversions

-29.1
-57.6
+57.6

DoD Position:  The Department opposes the reduction on the grounds that it will seriously jeopardize the execution of the Marine Corps conversion plan.  In these times of increased operational tempo, the Department must have the flexibility to execute plans that free up Marines to insert into the Operating Forces or to fill critical force structure shortfalls.  The current plan, as presented in the President’s Budget, would allow for the re-application of over 1,450 Marines when the February 2005 troop list is announced.  This mark would seriously hamper those efforts, and would result in the Marine Corps having to scale back its executable plan by more than half.  Fully executing the plan that has been approved and vetted throughout the USMC is good for the long-term health of the Marine Corps and for the near-term relief it would provide to the Operating Forces.  In the long term, it will permanently get Marines out of doing jobs that do not require a uniformed service member to perform those duties.  In the short-term, it will provide some minor relief (1,450+ additional bodies) to already stressed war-fighting units.

The Department urges the conferees to support of the President’s Budget. 
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