Department of Defense Appeal

FY 2005 Defense Appropriation Bill
Subject: Permanent Change of Station

Appropriation:  MPMC

Summary: The Senate reduced the USMC FY05 request for PCS travel because it reflected a 13% increase from FY2004 authorized and appropriated levels.  The Senate compared this growth to the Army and the Air Forces request of 3.4%.  As a result, the Senate proposed a reduction of $28.1M.
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       $337.9M
      337.9M
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337.9M

DoD Position: The Department opposes the Senate reduction.  The reduction would indicate the FY2005 requirement was at $309.7 which reflects only a 1.3% increase from FY03 execution.  The growth from FY2003 execution of $305.8M to FY2004 requirement of $326.5M is 7% and a result of rate increases.  The growth from FY2004 requirement to FY2005 requirement is slightly over 3% and a direct result of rate increases.  

  We will be forced to reduce our operational moves for several reasons.  Because the Marine Corps is comparatively a young force, maintaining flow at the entry level prohibits us from changing our accession and separation moves.  The training moves are based on available school seats.  Decreasing training moves would decrease the efficiency of the school and negatively impact the careers of the Marines who would not attend.  Unit moves are driven by operational requirements or infrastructure.  Rotational moves support the overseas forces and involuntarily extending Marines on overseas tours could create a retention problem by itself.  The remaining moves are the operational moves.  These moves are intra-CONUS moves from the Fleet Marine Forces to Bases, Posts and Stations, operational to non-operational or staff, and vice-versa.  The immediate impact of the funding loss will result in tour length extensions both in the Fleet Marine Force and non-Fleet Marine Force by reducing officer operational moves by approximately 344, and enlisted operational moves by approximately 3437.  Our expeditionary nature dictates a balanced move plan.  Stagnation, either in staff tours or in the Fleet Marine Force, will have a detrimental effect on readiness and retention.  


     The Department urges support of the President’s Budget.
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